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OPG CLAIMS OF SUPPORT ARE WRONG 
 

Public opposes Lake Huron nuclear waste dump  
OPG poll finds 
 
TORONTO -A poll conducted by Ontario Power Generation shows the majority of 
people clearly oppose construction of a nuclear waste dump on the shore of Lake 
Huron despite false claims to the contrary by OPG, a bi-national environmental group 
reports.  
 
“After studying the results of their poll, it is clear that OPG misrepresented the 
findings to the government, to the media and the public,” Rod McLeod, QC, a Director 
of SOS Great Lakes and a former Deputy Minister of the Environment for Ontario 
said. “With the help of experts, we have reviewed their poll and we are reviewing 
their 700 page submission to government. Frankly we are astounded at how far they 
will go to misrepresent facts to the Minister,” he added. 
 
“While we can understand their advocacy of their proposal to build a nuclear waste 
dump on the shore of Lake Huron, what we cannot accept is their on-going strategy of 
presenting knowingly false information to the Minister, the media and the public. 
Even more bewildering, is why the Minister and the Federal Government continue to 
accept this false information. This is not the first public opinion poll they have read. So 
why are they not saying anything?” 
 
McLeod said it is clear to anyone who reads the poll, that 64% of the Ontario public 
oppose construction of a nuclear waste dump on the shore of Lake Huron. “While 
OPG claimed in a submission to the Government of Canada that a majority of the 
public support the DGR , a careful reading of the report shows that less than one-third 

1

of the respondents support the DGR and that nearly two-thirds of respondents oppose 
the DGR on the shore of Lake Huron.”  
 
“If the Government of Canada enforced their requirement of a proper and adequate 
public consultation, the opposition to this highly dangerous project would be much 
higher than that. At risk is the drinking water of 40 million Canadians and Americans. 

1 Page 72, of OPG’s submission to the Minister, item 7.2.1 Last line states . . .”The results showed 
that 70 percent of respondents supported the project.” 
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We believe they have a right to be consulted also.” 
 
The full analysis of OPG’s poll conducted by Gandalf can be found by clicking here 
and is available on the SOS Great Lakes Website ( click here ).  “This poll was a 
shameful misrepresentation of the facts,” McLeod said.  “Despite every attempt by the 
polling firm and by OPG to skew the results by feeding unsubstantiated and false 
information to the respondents, there is no evidence in the poll to support OPG’s 
preposterous claim that people think it is okay to build a permanent nuclear waste 
dump on the shore of Lake Huron.” 
 
“That OPG would try to pass off this mythical support to government as fact is bad 
enough,” the former Deputy Minister said. “That the government would accept this 
deliberately false information without comment is quite frankly beyond 
comprehension and unacceptable. Canadians elected this government to protect our 
environment and to protect the Great Lakes.  Canadians expect our government to be 
capable of reasoned and informed decisions based on reliable information. For them to 
accept OPG’s continued misrepresentation of the facts without comment is a betrayal 
of the mandate Canadians gave this government.” 
 

SOS Great Lakes ( www.sosgreatlakes.org ) is a bi-national volunteer organization 
formed to oppose permanent disposal of nuclear waste in the Great Lakes basin. It has 
reviewed volumes of information, data and testimony related to this project and is in 
the process of summarising and making this information public.  
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5687e26aa976af7af99df7c7/t/58a6171f6b8f5b622a401f62/1487279910862/OPG-DGR_Survey-Report_May2016+%283%29.pdf
http://www.sosgreatlakes.org/sos-updates/2017/2/7/ontario-power-generations-report-of-findings-of-a-public-attitudes-poll-towards-the-proposed-nuclear-waste-dump-on-lake-huron
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